




Wow! What a year!

The Other Side Academy had some of the most amazing things happen in 2018 as we have continued on our mission to grow and expand to save more lives!

We have grown our school in Utah by expanding our facilities. Our graduates continue to live a stable life free of crime. We have saved the State of Utah millions of dollars and hope to 
do the same as we expand into our second location in Denver, Colorado. 

We saw our two main social enterprise training schools, The Other Side Movers, and The Other Side Thrift Boutique, continue to grow and maintain their status as the highest rated 
moving company and thrift store in their respective categories in terms of customer satisfaction.

Weekly, we have had individuals from the community, representing all walks of life, come share powerful, inspiring, touching, and sometime heartbreaking stories of their personal 
lives with our students. We have also given hundreds of tours to community leaders, business dignitaries, and religious leaders, including some of the top leadership of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.

We have been humbled by the overwhelming support we have received from our donors, which have included both cash donations as well as in-kind donations of every variety 
imaginable. These donations have come from generous individuals, families, foundations, and businesses. Their help has helped accelerated our growth and ability to save more lives.

During the year, we became part of the Catalyst Network, run by Stand Together. Their mission is to find effective non-profits who are serving those on the margins and help them 
scale and grow. Stand Together did a video about Dave Durocher, our managing director, and his journey of transformation, and it has now been seen over 750,000 times across the 
nation and around the world.

Of course, our most important accomplishment is the individual transformation that is happening in the lives of our students. The model is working and we are seeing our graduates 
go out, rejoin society, become employed, and become productive, crime-free members of their communities, reuniting with their families. Some of our graduates have elected to stay a 
3rd year to continue to grow and be leaders in the house. A portion of these 3rd year graduates have been selected to be staff-in-training candidates so they can help us provide 
leadership to new sites in the future.

Thank you for helping 2018 be such an incredible year of growth and expansion. We invite you to come along with us for an exciting year to come in 2019!



The Other Side Academy is a life skills and vocational training school for those who’ve hit rock bottom

It is a school where our students learn vocational, pro-social, and life skills so they can succeed on “the other side.” It’s a 
school where students can gain their GED, learn marketing skills, business skills, and gain experience in various trades. Our
students learn how to make and keep promises and how to live life with integrity, accountability, and with love. Our students
have the opportunity to learn to work in our various vocational training schools, such as The Other Side Movers and The 
Other Side Thrift Boutique. Graduate may choose to continue work at Upside Enterprises or continue on to our graduate 
program

Our school is for men and women, many of whom have lived a lifetime of addiction and criminal behavior, who now want to 
learn a better way to live. The Other Side Academy is available for these men and women pre- and post- sentencing and those 
within the jails and prisons in the state of Utah. We are also open to ex-convicts, substance abusers, homeless, and others 
who walk in off the street.

The Other Side Academy is a place for those who want to make a better life for themselves and who are willing to put in the 
work to change their destructive behavior. It’s a place where they will be supported by those who have come before them, 
and where they will be expected to support those who come after. It’s a place where “as A helps B, A gets better.” It’s a place 
where honesty is at the core of everything we do and where hard work, especially on ourselves, pays off. The Other Side 
Academy is a place where the most lost among us can change our lives to a life free from addiction, crime and destruction, to
one full of honesty, empathy, and accountability.
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